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Mariner’s Handbook
for Australian Waters

7.11	 GREAT BARRIER REEF AND TORRES STRAIT SHIP 
REPORTING SYSTEM

1.	 The Torres Strait and GBR are subject to the compulsory REEFVTS Ship Reporting System (see Section 
9.3).

7.12	 TORRES STRAIT TIDE GAUGES AND CURRENT METERS
1.	 AMSA has a network of five tide gauges and one tidal stream gauge in Torres Strait. The gauges provide 

real-time, accurate tidal data to the mariner via VHF Marine Channel 68 (156.425MHz).

2.	 Mariners are strongly advised to make use of this service as actual tides and streams may differ considerably 
from those predicted due to meteorological effects and Mean Sea Level (MSL) fluctuations (see Section 
4.11.3).

3.	 All broadcasts are made from the Hammond Island radio transmitter and radar tower on Hammond Hill 
(152m, located 0.5 miles SSE of Turtle Head Lighthouse). The nominal range is 24 miles. Where line of 
sight to Hammond Hill is obscured reception may be lost.

4.	 The five transmitting tide gauges and one transmitting current meter are at the following locations:

Name Station Identifier Position 
(World Geodetics System (WGS 84)

Hours of 
Operation

Booby Island (tidal height) Booby Island tide 10° 36’ 09’’ S  141° 54’ 36’’ E H 24

Goods Island (tidal height) Goods Island tide 10° 33’ 53’’ S  142° 08’ 44’’ E H 24

Turtle Head (tidal height)
(Hammond Island) Turtle Head tide 10° 31’ 14’’ S  142° 12’ 47’’ E H 24

Nardana Patches (tidal height)
Nardana Patches (tidal stream)

Nardana tide
Nardana stream 10° 30’ 17’’ S  142° 14’ 38’’ E H 24

Ince Point
(Wednesday Island) Ince Point tide 10° 30’ 51’’ S  142° 18’ 17’’ E H 24

5.	 The tidal data is broadcast in the sequence listed in the table above.

6.	 For each tide station, the broadcast includes:

•	 the station identifier, and 

•	 the height of tide to two decimal place.

7.	 For the Nardana tidal stream station, the broadcast includes:
•	 the station identifier, and 

•	 the direction and velocity of the tidal stream to one decimal place.

8.	 Following the Ince Point tidal data transmission, there is a three-second interval of no radio transmission.

9.	 The broadcast is repeated on a loop, recommencing with Booby Island, then all others in the same 
sequence. Tidal data is updated every two minutes.

10.	 If no data is available from a tidal station, the message ‘no data available’ will be broadcast after the 
respective station identifier.

11.	 For more information refer to the Australian National Tide Tables (ANTT) (AHP11).
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