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Chapter Eight

3. Incidents involving submarine cables should be 
reported to the Australian Federal Police Canberra 
Operations Centre.

4. Claims for compensation should be sent to the 
owner of the submarine cable involved.  Contact 
details for cable owners can be found on the 
ACMA website.  

Federal Police 
Telephone: 

+61 2 6218 8888

ACMA’s Website: www.acma.gov.au/subcables

8.21 Areas to be Avoided 
1. An “Area to be Avoided” is a routeing measure 

comprising an area within defined limits in which 
either navigation is particularly hazardous or where 
it is exceptionally important to avoid casualties and 
which should be avoided by all ships, or certain 
classes of ships.   

2. There are three areas declared: 

• Great Barrier Reef - all ships in excess of 
500 gross tonnage should avoid the area 
(chart  Aus 819)

• Bass Strait - all ships in excess of 200 
gross tonnage should avoid the area (chart  
Aus 357)

• Ningaloo Reef - all ships over 150 gross 
tonnage and by ships engaged in towing 
operations should avoid the area (chart Aus 
329 and Marine Notice 05/2013).  

3. More information can also be found in the IMO 
Ships’ Routeing Guide which can be purchase 
online on the IMO website. 

Website: www.imo.org

8.22 Accident and Incident 
Reporting

8.22.1 Application

1. Australian law requires vessels registered in 
Australia and foreign flagged vessels in Australian 
waters or on a voyage to or from an Australian 
port to report a range of accidents and incidents.  
Some specific requirements are listed below.  Any 
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AREA TO BE AVOIDED 
The Area To Be Avoided has been adopted by 
IMO and should not be entered by ships over 
150 gross tonnage and ships engaged in 
towing operations regardless of size. 

 
Note for chart Aus 72. 
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AREA TO BE AVOIDED 
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AREA TO BE AVOIDED 
The Area To Be Avoided has been adopted by 
IMO and should not be entered by ships over 
150 gross tonnage and ships engaged in 
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AREA TO BE AVOIDED 
The Area To Be Avoided has been adopted by 
IMO and should not be entered by ships over 
150 gross tonnage and ships engaged in 
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