
Are my charts and publications up to date for Notices to Mariners when I purchase them? 
 
Australian Paper Charts:   
 
If you have purchased your Australian navigational charts from an authorised AHS ‘Correcting Agent’, 
your charts should be up-to-date for NtMs at the time you purchased them.   However you will need to 
update them yourself from this point forward until a new edition is released.  .  
 
If you have purchased your Australian navigational charts from another source such as an AHS 
authorised ‘Non Correcting Agent’ or a retail outlet of one of our authorised agents, it is unlikely that your 
charts will be up-to-date. You should therefore update them yourself before you use them and then keep 
them up-to-date until a new edition is released. 
 
Authorised agents are listed as ‘Correcting Agent’ or ‘Non-correcting Agent’ on our Distributor List 
 
Nautical Publications 
 
Unless you have purchased a brand new edition or reprint of a nautical publication it is unlikely that it will 
be up-to-date for Notices to Mariners.   
 
When purchasing an Australian National Tide Table or the Australian Seafarers Handbook from an AHS 
authorised ‘Correcting Agent’ it is likely that a correction list or supplement (which details any 
outstanding NtMs), will be provided with the publication.  
 
Note that it is wise to check that the correction list/supplement contains the latest NtMs and it will be up 
to you to transpose the information contained within the correction list/supplement onto the pages of your 
book.  
 
When purchasing an Australian National Tide Table or the Australian Seafarers Handbook from an AHS 
authorised ‘Non-Correcting Agent’ it is unlikely that a correction list/supplement will be provided.  
 
How do I determine how up-to-date my chart is? 
 
1. To determine the update status of your copy of a chart you should conduct the following checks in 

the following order: 
 

a. Identify the chart number of our chart.  The chart number can be found on the top left or 
bottom right corner of your chart. In the example below the chart number is ‘Aus 821’  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.hydro.gov.au/prodserv/distributors/distributors.htm


b. Identify the edition of your chart.  The edition date can be located at the bottom of a chart.  
If a number of edition dates are listed, the edition of your copy is chronologically the most 
recent date listed.  In the example below, the edition date is ‘17 March 2006’. 

 

 
c. Check the last NtM to be applied to your chart.  The NtMs that have been applied to your 

chart are listed on the chart’s bottom left corner.  NtMs are numbered from ‘1’ onwards each 
calendar year and are therefore unique and specific to a particular piece of safety critical 
information.   The numbers written in the larger text represent the calendar year a NtM was 
issued.  The numbers written in the smaller text are the Notice numbers.  In the example 
below, 4 NtMs have been applied to this copy of Aus 821 and the last NtM applied is NtM 
‘559’ of the year ‘2007’. 

 
Note that if the NtM numbers are written in black type (like in the example) then the NtMs 
have most likely been incorporated into the chart base prior to printing your copy.  If the NtM 
numbers are written in magenta ink or appear hand written, then the NtMs have been applied 
to the chart by hand correction.   
 

 
 
How do I determine how up-to-date my chart should be? 
 
2. There are a number of ways you can check whether your chart is up-to-date for NtMs. However, 

one of the simplest ways is to use this website and select the ‘Standard ACI’ then select ‘Paper 
Chart List’ and scroll down to find the chart that matches your chart number as identified in step 1a 
above – in our example Aus 821.  Once found click ‘view’. A similar page to the one below will 
appear. You should then conduct the following checks: 

 

http://www.hydro.gov.au/prodserv/charts/standard-aci.htm
http://www.hydro.gov.au/webapps/jsp/charts/chartlist.jsp


 
 
 

a. Check that your copy is the latest edition.  You should note that there may be very 
significant differences in information contained on one edition of a chart and the next.  
Therefore you should compare the edition date of your chart copy with the edition date listed 
on the corresponding chart details page.  The dates should be the same.  In our example we 
have a match - 17 March 2006 – so our copy is the latest edition of the chart. 
 
It is very important that your chart copy is the latest edition as NtMs only apply to the edition 
that they were issued for.  It would be unsafe to continue to use an out of date edition and 
extremely foolish to continue to apply NtMs to one. 
 
If the edition date on your chart is chronologically earlier than the edition date listed on the 
website then your copy is an old edition and should not be used.  If this is the case and you 
were sold your copy after the edition date shown you should contact your distributor for a 
replacement.  There is no point progressing to step 2b. 
 

 
   



b. Check that your copy is up to date to the latest NtM.  Compare the last listed NtM on your 
chart copy with the largest number listed against the latest calendar year on the 
corresponding chart details page.  If your chart is fully up-to-date to the latest fortnightly NtM 
Edition, these NtM numbers will be the same.  In our example we have a match 559/2007 – 
so our copy is fully up to date for NtMs.  However, unless you have recently purchased your 
chart from an AHS authorised Correcting Agent, this is unlikely to be the case and your chart 
will need updating. 

 

 
 

c. Apply any outstanding NtMs.  If your chart copy is the latest edition but the website lists 
NtMs that have been issued after the last NtM number listed on your chart, you will need to 
apply all the ‘missing NtMs’ to your chart by hand.  It is important to apply NtMs in numerical 
order.  For example, if NtMs 559 and 470 were missing from our chart copy we would need 
to apply these NtMs to our chart in numerical order (eg NtM 470 first).   

  
Information contained within a NtM can be viewed by selecting the NtM number from the 
Chart Details page. For example by selecting ‘NtM 559’ as above, a page similar to the one 
below would be displayed. 
 

 
 



Above you can also see the previous correction number, NtM 470/2007, is again referenced 
as can be seen in square brackets after the chart number. In our example, you would open 
NtM 470/2007 and apply this first, then return to NtM559/2007 and apply this next. 
 
 

 
 
 
How do I apply NtMs to my chart? 
 
For instructions on how to apply Notices to Mariners to update your charts we recommend the use of the 
Admiralty publication ‘How to Keep Your Admiralty Charts Up-to-Date’ (NP294) and Admiralty publication 
‘Symbols and Abbreviations Used On Admiralty Paper Charts (Chart 5011)’.  These publications are 
useful for updating charts published by the Australian Hydrographic Service and those published by 
other countries.  Click here for details.  
 
In addition, the AHS publishes Notices to Mariners Tracings for each NtM edition. Tracings are diagrams 
that provide instruction on how to apply NtMs that require accuracy positioning them.  Click here for 
details.  
 
However, at the simplistic level, normal practise is to apply the change, detailed in the NtM, to the face of 
the chart and then record the NtM number as the next number in the ‘Notices to Mariners inclusive to’ list 
at the bottom left corner of the chart.  If the year has changed since the last NtM was applied then you 
will need to record the year as well. In our example below, we have applied NtM number 1999 of the 
year 2008. 
 
It’s very important that you record NtM numbers and the year that the NtM was issued.  If you don’t, 
record the NtM number, the next time you use the chart you, or another users, will not know that the 
chart has been updated.   NtM numbers start from ‘1’ each calendar year.  So if you don’t record the year 
(if the year is different to the last NtM listed) confusion will reign when you next update your chart.  
 

 

2008-1999 

http://www.hydro.gov.au/n2m/about-notices.htm#tracings

